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Foreword

Language is not only a tool for communication—it is a medium
through which thoughts are shaped and character is expressed.
For children, learning a language should be more than mastering
vocabulary and grammar. It should be a process of learning how
to respect, how to understand, and how to live with others. When
language education goes hand in hand with the cultivation of moral
values, it nurtures not only the voice but the person behind it.

Character education is not a subject limited to the classroom. It
is the foundation of a child’s ability to make decisions, interact with
others, and face challenges in daily life. When guided by language,
moral development can take root in gradual and meaningful ways,
becoming part of a child’s worldview and actions.

The Moral Education Chinese Picture Books draw inspiration
from two Chinese classics, Wisdom for Children and The Analects,
which are presented here as the Whisper Whisper and Good
Sayings series, respectively. Each of the thirty books centers on a
carefully selected line of classical wisdom and builds a narrative
around it using real-life situations familiar to young learners. Themes
such as honesty, responsibility, care for others, and humility are
presented not through abstract discussion, but through stories that
speak directly to a child’s everyday experiences.

The stories are written in accessible Mandarin and illustrated with
warmth and clarity. Each book pairs traditional values with language
input appropriate for early learners, making classical wisdom
approachable without sacrificing depth. In addition to the stories,
every book includes guided questions and discussion prompts to

encourage reflection and conversation—whether in the classroom or
at home.

This series is not designed simply to teach children how to read
or write. It is intended to help them understand how to think, how
to choose, and how to live with integrity. A child who can express
themselves with clarity and compassion is far more equipped for the
future than one who only speaks with technical correctness.

As Mandarin grows in global reach, there is an increasing need
for educational materials that reflect both linguistic richness and
cultural substance. This series is a small step toward that goal. It
brings together language and moral understanding in a way that
is gentle, grounded, and deeply human. May these books support
teachers and families as they accompany children on their journey of
growth. And may every word learned through these stories become
a step toward becoming not only more articulate, but also more kind,
and more thoughtful of the values that shape a meaningful life.

Chairman Shi Cheng-De
Tainan Highest Good Education Foundation
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Rooted in Goodness, Reaching Far

Each year at our welcome ceremony, as | gaze upon the young,
expectant faces before me, | contemplate: What is the ultimate goal
of university education? What lasting impact will these students
carry throughout their lives? The beauty of education lies not only
in the transmission of knowledge and refinement of skills, but more
importantly, in guiding students to cultivate genuine kindness and
upright character. This enables them to make positive contributions
to society through both professional expertise and humanistic
concern.

Upon reviewing this collection of Moral Education Chinese
Picture Books, | was deeply moved. These books, based on classics
such as the Analects of Confucius and "Wisdom for Children,"
transform profound principles into relatable situations that children
can understand. Wisdom such as "Do not impose on others what
you yourself do not desire," "To do good work, one must first sharpen
one's tools," and "Blame neither heaven nor others" is conveyed
through warmly colored illustrations and narratives connected to
daily life, planting the seeds of kindness and character in children's
hearts.

Character education is not an overnight endeavor but a long-
term cultivation of the spirit—a path that requires both love and
perseverance. This collection embodies profound life education
values and serves as an ideal educational companion for parents
and teachers. Through immersion in these stories, children learn
how to face fears, interact with others, live responsibly, and develop
empathy and respect. | sincerely hope that every child can grow

up accompanied by these picture books and become individuals
with both professional capabilities and virtuous character, passing
on this light and warmth of life to everyone around them, bringing
more comfort and hope to our society. As the books state: "Read the
works of sages, experience each character," and "Comply with these
teachings, follow them earnestly." May this collection guide every
child, allowing the seeds of goodness in their hearts to germinate,
flourish, bloom, and bear fruit.

Meng-Ru Shen, President and Chair Professor,
National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan
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Foreword

The Highest Good Education Foundation has long championed
the early moral formation of children and the living heritage
of classical Chinese learning. At the heart of our work lies a
commitment to holistic education—one that nurtures not only the
physical and mental, but also the moral core of the human being.
In the face of today’s decline in moral education and the gradual
fading of traditional values, we actively draw upon the virtues of
benevolence, sincerity, and compassion rooted in traditional culture.
By placing character education at the center, we seek to uphold
ethical values amidst social transformation and to guide the next
generation to grow in kindness, goodness, and wisdom.

The ancient phrase “early cultivation of moral uprightness”
reminds us that childhood is a decisive period for shaping character
and nourishing the heart-mind. To this end, the Foundation has
collaborated with scholars and educators across disciplines to
create a series of picture books that embody the spirit of classical
teaching and the warmth of ethical care.

These stories are rooted in the timeless wisdom of two Chinese
classics: Wisdom for Children and The Analects. They are presented
here as the Whisper Whisper and Good Sayings series, respectively.
Yet, the stories do more than simply convey moral teachings. They
gently open the hearts of children to a living conversation with values
such as reverence for life, honesty, humility, benevolence, and
tolerance. Through vivid storytelling and memorable characters, each
book becomes a gentle companion on the path of moral growth.

Each picture book is accompanied by a well-designed

teaching guide and audiobook. QR codes linking to e-books and
teaching materials are provided on the copyright page, with a link to
the Foundation’s website on the back cover. Teachers and parents
are encouraged to engage children in interactive and participatory
ways, helping them absorb values naturally and gradually cultivate
sound life perspectives and core values. The preciousness of
life lies in awakening and perceiving compassion; the beauty of
human relationships lies in the steadfast practice of benevolence,
righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and trustworthiness. These deep
moral teachings are conveyed in simple and accessible language,
allowing children to readily understand them and fostering lasting
and far-reaching educational impact. The cultivation of moral
character in early childhood begins with fostering good habits and
proper conduct, and picture books are one of the best tools to
support this process.

The completion of this picture book series marks a significant
milestone in the Foundation’s enduring commitment to character
education. It is the fruit of meticulous planning, thoughtful dialogue,
and continual refinement. We extend our sincere gratitude to every
expert, educator, and artist whose selfless contributions shaped
this endeavor, as well as to our Board of Directors for their steadfast
support. We hope these books will enter homes and classrooms
alike, planting seeds of kindness and reflective living—quiet
strengths that may flourish in the next generation

Executive Director Lin Ying Lee
Highest Good Education Foundation
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Foreword

This series comprises two parts: the Wisdom for Children
series and the Analects series, totaling 30 picture books. These
Chinese picture books are adapted from stories originally written in
English and elegantly blend moral education with Chinese language
instruction. Targeted at young learners from Chinese-speaking
families as well as children learning Chinese as a foreign language,
the books are crafted to enhance children's understanding of
Chinese culture while improving their language skills.

The series brings ancient Chinese classics to life through
engaging modern narratives that resonate with children.Rooted in
the experiences of Taiwanese youth, the goal is to link contemporary
Taiwanese stories with classical literature. The series is suitable for
independent reading or can be comprehended through listening.
Additionally, accompanying activity workbooks serve as valuable
resources for parents and teachers, guiding children to explore the
connections between classic literature and their own lives, as well
as the relevance of these stories in today's world through thoughtful
responses and discussions.

This collaborative project is initiated by the Tainan Highest
Good Education Foundation, with significant contributions from
Professor Wenli Tsou of the Department of Foreign Languages and
Literature at National Cheng Kung University in Tainan, Taiwan, and
Assistant Professor Wenyun Lin of the Department of Language

and Creative Writing at National Taipei University of Education, in
Taipei, Taiwan. Moreover, distinguished educators from Taiwan and
the United States specializing in public preschool, elementary, and
middle school education have played a vital role in developing these
picture books and workbooks. The series aims to nurture children's
understanding of moral values and foster positive attitudes
by intertwining modern stories with interactive, child-centered
approaches.

Professor Wenli Tsou
National Cheng Kung University, Tainan, Taiwan R.O.C.

Assistant Professor Wenyun Lin
National Taipei University of Education, Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.
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